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Table 1. Documents published as current clinical practice guideline on the website of the European Society of Cardiology

Document (Year of publication) Document type In-/excluded
Syncope (2018)* Guideline Included
ESC/ESH Arterial Hypertension (2018)? Guideline Included
Cardiovascular Diseases during Pregnancy (2018)3 Guideline Included
ESC/EACTS Guidelines on Myocardial Revascularization (2018)* Guideline Included
Fourth Universal Definition of Myocardial Infarction(2018)° Disease definition

Acute Myocardial Infarction in patients presenting with ST-segment elevation (2017)8 Guideline Included
Dual Antiplatelet Therapy (DAPT) (Focussed Update) (2017)7 Guideline Included
Peripheral Arterial Diseases (2017)8 Guideline Included
Valvular Heart Disease (2017)° Guideline Included
Dyslipidaemias (2016)% Guideline Included
CVD Prevention in Clinical Practice (2016)* Guideline Included
Acute and Chronic Heart Failure (2016)*? Guideline Included
Atrial Fibrillation (2016)*3 Guideline Included
Position paper on cancer treatments & cardiovascular toxicity (2016)' Position paper

Acute Coronary Syndromes (ACS) in patients presenting without persistent ST-segment elevation (2015)*° Guideline Included
Infective Endocarditis (2015) Guideline Included
Pericardial Diseases (2015)* Guideline Included
Pulmonary Hypertension (2015)*® Guideline Included
Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death (2015)%° Guideline Included
ESC/ESA Guidelines on non-cardiac surgery: cardiovascular assessment and management (2014)% Guideline Included
Aortic Diseases (2014)%* Guideline Included
Acute Pulmonary Embolism (2014)? Guideline Included
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (2014)% Guideline Included
Diabetes, Pre-Diabetes and Cardiovascular Diseases developed with the EASD (2013)% Guideline Included
Stable Coronary Artery Disease (2013)%° Guideline Included
Cardiac Pacing and Cardiac Resynchronization Therapy (2013)% Guideline Included
Grown-Up Congenital Heart Disease (2010)%’ Guideline Included
Device Therapy in Heart Failure (Focused Update) (2010)28 Guideline Included

The Role of Endomyocardial Biopsy in the Management of Cardiovascular Disease (2007)?°

Angiotensin Converting Enzyme Inhibitors in Cardiovascular Disease (Expert Consensus Document on) (2004)%
Antiplatelet Agents (Expert Consensus Document on the Use of) (2004)%!

B-Adrenergic Receptor Blockers (Expert Consensus Document on) (2004)%

Position paper
Position paper
Position paper
Position paper



ACC/AHA/ESC Supraventricular Arrhythmias (2003)3

Estimation of ten-year risk of fatal cardiovascular disease in Europe: the SCORE project (2003)3
Medical Practice Guidelines: Separating science from economics (2003)%

Chest Pain (Management of) (2002)%

Neonatal Electrocardiogram (Guidelines for the interpretation of the) (2001)%"

Guideline

Other

Other

Guideline (without structured
recommendations)

Guideline (without structured
recommendations)

Included



Table 2. Classes and Levels of Evidence by Guideline and Type of Recommendation (ESC Guidelines)

Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
General cardiology 875 146 103 203 27 138 194 18 19 27
Syncope (2018)* 114 4 20 20 29 37 1 2 1
Therapeutic 53 2 8 5 17 18 1 1 1
Consultation 1 1
Device intervention 27 2 4 2 7 10 1 1
Functional intervention 7 4 3
Life-style intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 3 1 2
Other/multiple intervention(s) 5 3 2
Pharmaceutical intervention 9 6 2 1
Diagnostic 57 2 12 11 12 19 1
Ambulatory test 4 2 2
History 4 2 2
Invasive test 6 2 3 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 26 6 7 2 10 1
Other/multiple test(s) 1 1
Physical examination 12 2 2 4 4
Risk assesment 1 1
Unspecified test 3 3
Other 4 4
Definition statement 1 1
Differential diagnosis 3 3
ESC/ESH Arterial Hypertension (2018)? 135 41 16 29 1 20 15 7 2 4
Therapeutic 101 39 8 16 1 14 11 7 2 3
Device intervention 1 1
Life-style intervention 12 6 2 2 1 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 10 5 4 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 63 22 6 9 1 7 9 6 1 2
Unspecified intervention 15 6 1 6 1 1
Diagnostic 30 2 8 9 6 4 1
Laboratory test 4 2 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 20 2 3 6 5 4
Risk assesment 5 3 2



Class |

Class 11

Class 111

Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Unspecified test 1 1

Other 4 4

Definition statement 4 4

Cardiovascular Diseases during Pregnancy (2018)* 148 2 8 71 2 53 1 11
Therapeutic 121 2 8 51 2 47 1 10
Consultation 12 3 3 1 5
Device intervention 2 1 1

Functional intervention 14 1 6 2 5

Life-style intervention 1 1

Minimal-invasive intervention 10 1 2 7

Open surgical intervention 13 5 8

Other/multiple intervention(s) 2 2

Pharmaceutical intervention 61 2 5 28 21 5
Unspecified intervention 6 1 4 1

Diagnostic 26 20 6

Invasive test 1 1

Laboratory test 4 3 1

Non-invasive test/imaging 12 8 4

Risk assesment 7 7

Unspecified test 2 1 1

Other 1 1
Policy statement 1 1
Dyslipidaemias (2016)*° 96 16 4 26 10 13 21 4 1 1
Therapeutic 50 9 4 4 12 13 4 1 1
Life-style intervention 2 1 1

Pharmaceutical intervention 38 8 2 2 10 11 3 1
Unspecified intervention 10 1 2 1 2 1 1 1
Diagnostic 43 6 21 8

History 2 2

Laboratory test 38 6 16 8

Risk assesment 1 1

Unspecified test 2 2

Other 3 1 1 1

Differential diagnosis 2 1 1

Research results 1 1



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
CVD Prevention in Clinical Practice (2016)* 178 41 34 19 15 34 26 3 4 2
Therapeutic 64 19 15 2 4 13 6 2 2 1
Consultation 3 3
Functional intervention 2 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 26 6 4 3 6 2 2 2 1
Unspecified intervention 10 1 5 3 1
Life-style intervention 23 9 6 2 3 3
Diagnostic 43 6 2 10 10 8 3 1 2 1
History 2 1 1
Laboratory test 23 6 6 9 2
Non-invasive test/imaging 2 1 1
Risk assesment 10 1 4 1 1 2 1
Unspecified test 6 1 5
Other 71 16 17 7 1 13 17
Policy statement 71 16 17 7 1 13 17
ESC/ESA Guidelines on non-cardiac surgery: 121 7 11 32 1 27 29 1 6 7
cardiovascular assessment and management (2014)%
Therapeutic 71 5 7 17 1 20 14 5 2
Device intervention 3 2 1
Functional intervention 2 2
Life-style intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 7 2 1 2 1 1
Open surgical intervention 10 1 5 4
Other/multiple intervention(s) 6 1 4 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 35 3 3 9 1 8 7 3 1
Unspecified intervention 7 1 1 2 1 2
Diagnostic 43 2 4 11 6 13 1 1 5
Invasive test 7 1 2 2 1 1
Laboratory test 7 3 2 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 20 1 6 2 8 1 2
Risk assesment 2 2
Unspecified test 7 3 3 1
Other 7 4 1 2
Policy statement 7 4 1 2



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Diabetes, Pre-Diabetes and Cardiovascular Diseases 83 35 10 6 13 13 2 3 1
developed with the EASD (2013)*
Therapeutic 65 33 6 3 11 7 2 3
Consultation 3 1 1 1
Device intervention 1 1
Life-style intervention 9 6 2 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 5 2 1 2
Open surgical intervention 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 38 19 2 8 5 2 2
Unspecified intervention 8 4 2 2
Diagnostic 17 2 4 3 1 6 1
Laboratory test 6 1 3 2
Risk assesment 7 1 5 1
Unspecified test 4 1 1 1 1
Other 1 1
Policy statement 1 1
Coronary artery disease 726 122 101 149 34 113 149 13 24 21
ESC/EACTS Guidelines on Myocardial Revascularization 238 40 30 40 16 45 51 4 7 5
(2018)*
Therapeutic 213 38 26 37 15 37 45 4 7 4
Consultation 2 2
Device intervention 1 1
Functional intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 65 16 9 11 3 7 10 3 5 1
Open surgical intervention 62 8 10 11 1 13 17 2
Other/multiple intervention(s) 4 2 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 77 12 6 10 11 17 17 1 2 1
Unspecified intervention 1 1
Diagnostic 25 2 4 3 1 8 6 1
Invasive test 4 1 3
Laboratory test 2 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 13 1 2 1 1 3 4 1
Risk assesment 6 2 1 1 2
Acute Myocardial Infarction in patients presenting with 160 26 19 47 8 15 29 3 9 4

ST-segment elevation (2017)°




Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Therapeutic 124 24 16 26 8 12 24 3 9 2
Functional intervention 5 3 1 1
Life-style intervention 2 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 32 10 6 4 1 1 6 2 2
Open surgical intervention 1 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 5 1 1 1 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 77 12 10 16 5 9 16 1 6 2
Unspecified intervention 2 1 1
Diagnostic 29 1 3 16 3 4 2
Invasive test 6 1 4 1
Laboratory test 4 4
Non-invasive test/imaging 18 3 7 2 4 2
Other/multiple test(s) 1 1
Other 7 1 5 1
Policy statement 7 1 5 1
Dual Antiplatelet Therapy (DAPT) (Focussed Update) 64 10 5 7 4 17 16 1 3 1
(2017)7
Therapeutic 62 10 5 6 4 17 16 3 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 1 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 60 9 5 6 3 17 16 3 1
Diagnostic 1 1
Laboratory test 1 1
Other 1 1
Policy statement 1 1
Acute Coronary Syndromes (ACS) in patients presenting 134 30 23 26 6 16 25 1 4 3
without persistent ST-segment elevation (2015)*°
Therapeutic 106 26 16 17 5 14 20 1 4 3
Device intervention 2 1 1
Functional intervention 1 1
Life-style intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 18 7 1 3 1 4 1 1
Open surgical intervention 4 1 1 1 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 77 15 14 12 3 8 18 1 3 3



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Unspecified intervention 2 1 1
Diagnostic 26 4 7 7 1 2 5
Invasive test 5 3 1 1
Laboratory test 6 1 2 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 11 2 1 5 3
Other/multiple test(s) 1 1
Risk assesment 2 1 1
Unspecified test 1 1
Other 2 2
Policy statement 2 2
Stable Coronary Artery Disease (2013)%° 130 16 24 29 20 28 4 1 8
Therapeutic 58 15 12 6 13 6 3 1 2
Consultation 2 2
Functional intervention 4 2 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 21 7 5 1 5 1 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 29 7 7 2 6 5 1 1
Unspecified intervention 2 1 1
Diagnostic 70 1 12 21 7 22 1 6
Ambulatory test 3 1 2
Invasive test 8 3 4 1
Laboratory test 12 1 3 5 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 44 7 11 7 14 5
Risk assesment 2 2
Unspecified test 1 1
Other 2 2
Policy statement 2 2
Vascular medicine 318 21 30 99 4 63 81 6 4 10
Peripheral Arterial Diseases (2017)8 128 13 10 30 4 33 28 3 2 5
Therapeutic 96 13 5 16 4 29 21 3 2 3
Life-style intervention 4 1 1 2
Minimal-invasive intervention 27 1 4 2 13 5 1 1
Open surgical intervention 33 4 3 2 8 12 1 1 2
Pharmaceutical intervention 27 7 2 4 8 4 1 1
Unspecified intervention 5 1 1 3
Diagnostic 29 5 12 4 6 2



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Invasive test 4 1 2 1
Laboratory test 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 16 5 7 2 2
Other/multiple test(s) 2 2
Risk assesment 5 2 1 1 1
Unspecified test 1 1
Other 3 2 1
Differential diagnosis 1 1
Policy statement 2 2
Aortic Diseases (2014)* 119 4 5 57 13 36 4
Therapeutic 61 2 4 25 5 3 2
Life-style intervention 3 1 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 15 1 7 2 5
Open surgical intervention 24 1 7 2 3 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 2 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 9 7 1 1
Unspecified intervention 8 1 1 4 2
Diagnostic 58 2 1 32 8 3 2
Laboratory test 5 1 2 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 32 1 20 3 8
Risk assesment 7 1 1 2 1 1 1
Unspecified test 14 9 2 3
Acute Pulmonary Embolism (2014)? 71 4 15 12 17 17 3 2 1
Therapeutic 38 2 10 7 9 7 2 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 5 1 3 1
Open surgical intervention 3 2 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 27 2 10 4 7 2 1 1
Unspecified intervention 2 1 1
Diagnostic 33 2 5 5 8 0 1 1 1
Invasive test 1 1
Laboratory test 5 2 1 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 17 2 2 1 6 5 1
Risk assesment 4 2 1 1
Unspecified test 6 1 1 3 1



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Congenital and valvular heart disease 677 14 104 200 3 44 258 7 47
Valvular Heart Disease (2017)° 111 11 33 2 8 53 2 2
Therapeutic 107 11 31 2 8 51 2 2
Minimal-invasive intervention 10 2 1 7
Open surgical intervention 68 6 26 1 3 32
Pharmaceutical intervention 24 2 3 1 5 10 2 1
Unspecified intervention 5 1 1 2 1
Diagnostic 4 2 2
Invasive test 3 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 1 1
Infective Endocarditis (2015) 128 1 50 21 13 30 1 12
Therapeutic 100 40 15 6 26 1 12
Device intervention 6 1 2 3
Functional intervention 3 1 2
Minimal-invasive intervention 1 1
Open surgical intervention 24 9 4 6 5
Pharmaceutical intervention 66 29 9 17 1 10
Diagnostic 24 1 10 6 3 4
Laboratory test 4 1 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 20 10 4 3 3
Other 4 4
Policy statement 4 4
Pericardial Diseases (2015)Y 112 4 11 40 1 11 36 1 8
Therapeutic 79 4 8 19 1 9 30 1 7
Functional intervention 7 1 6
Minimal-invasive intervention 7 1 4 2
Open surgical intervention 17 2 7 3 5
Other/multiple intervention(s) 6 2 3 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 38 4 3 7 1 1 15 1 6
Unspecified intervention 4 1 2 1
Diagnostic 33 3 21 2 6 1
Invasive test 2 2
Laboratory test 10 1 4 1 3 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 14 1 12 1
Other/multiple test(s) 2 1 1



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Unspecified test 5 1 2 2
Pulmonary Hypertension (2015)*® 221 9 28 61 12 91 3 17
Therapeutic 152 9 25 23 11 71 3 10
Consultation 2 2
Functional intervention 2 1 1
Life-style intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 1 1
Open surgical intervention 13 5 7 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 2 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 124 9 24 11 10 61 3 6
Unspecified intervention 7 1 2 2 2
Diagnostic 48 2 27 1 11 7
Invasive test 25 13 1 6 5
Laboratory test 2 1 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 12 1 7 3 1
Other/multiple test(s) 1 1
Risk assesment 1 1
Unspecified test 7 5 2
Other 21 1 11 9
Differential diagnosis 2 2
Policy statement 19 1 11 7
Grown-Up Congenital Heart Disease (2010)%’ 105 4 45 48 8
Therapeutic 105 4 45 48 8
Minimal-invasive intervention 15 8 7
Open surgical intervention 68 1 29 34 4
Pharmaceutical intervention 4 1 2 1
Unspecified intervention 18 2 8 5 3
Heart failure and myocardial disease 325 25 38 73 6 49 106 7 12
Acute and Chronic Heart Failure (2016)*? 185 23 15 41 6 36 39 6 10
Therapeutic 129 20 13 12 6 31 22 6 10
Consultation 2 2
Device intervention 21 6 3 6 3 1
Functional intervention 5 1 1 1 1 1
Life-style intervention 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 9 1 1 1 1 2 2 1



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Open surgical intervention 3 1 2
Other/multiple intervention(s) 3 1 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 81 11 9 5 5 21 11 7 4 8
Unspecified intervention 4 2 2
Diagnostic 52 2 2 27 4 17
Ambulatory test 1 1
History 1 1
Invasive test 11 3 1 7
Laboratory test 5 1 4
Non-invasive test/imaging 28 1 1 17 1 8
Risk assesment 1 1
Unspecified test 5 3 2
Other 4 1 2 1
Policy statement 4 1 2 1
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (2014)% 132 22 32 11 64 1 2
Therapeutic 66 9 14 6 35 1 1
Consultation 4 1 3
Device intervention 11 2 3 5 1
Functional intervention 2 1 1
Life-style intervention 2 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 5 1 1 3
Open surgical intervention 8 1 2 5
Pharmaceutical intervention 32 5 6 2 18 1
Unspecified intervention 2 2
Diagnostic 63 13 16 5 28 1
Ambulatory test 3 2 1
Invasive test 11 1 3 6 1
Laboratory test 9 3 1 5
Non-invasive test/imaging 34 6 9 4 15
Other/multiple test(s) 2 1 1
Risk assesment 4 2 1 1
Other 3 2 1
Policy statement 3 2 1
Device Therapy in Heart Failure (Focused Update) 8 1 2 3

(2010)?8




Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Therapeutic 8 2 1 2 3
Device intervention 8 2 1 2 3
Electrophysiology 610 32 113 111 12 128 168 7 18 21
Atrial Fibrillation (2016)*® 151 14 23 10 5 49 38 3 5 4
Therapeutic 122 11 17 7 4 39 33 3 4 4
Consultation 3 1 2
Functional intervention 6 3 2 1
Life-style intervention 2 1 1
Minimal-invasive intervention 18 1 1 1 9 6
Open surgical intervention 10 1 3 6
Pharmaceutical intervention 77 9 12 3 3 24 15 3 4 4
Unspecified intervention 6 1 3 2
Diagnostic 26 2 6 3 1 9 4 1
History 1 1
Laboratory test 5 1 1 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 14 5 1 4 4
Physical examination 1 1
Risk assesment 5 1 2 2
Other 3 1 1 1
Policy statement 3 1 1 1
Ventricular Arrhythmias and the Prevention of Sudden 246 11 48 65 1 42 65 3 5 6
Cardiac Death (2015)%°
Therapeutic 182 8 30 44 1 37 53 3 4 2
Consultation 2 1 1
Device intervention 65 5 12 11 1 15 20 1
Functional intervention 9 1 6 1 1
Life-style intervention 5 1 4
Minimal-invasive intervention 43 1 11 5 14 9 2 1
Open surgical intervention 4 1 1 2
Other/multiple intervention(s) 2 1 1
Pharmaceutical intervention 50 2 4 14 6 19 2 2 1
Unspecified intervention 2 2
Diagnostic 50 2 15 16 3 9 1 4
Ambulatory test 2 1 1
History 1 1



Class | Class 11 Class 111
Guideline (Year of publication) N LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC LoEA LoEB LoEC
Invasive test 13 2 3 1 3 4
Laboratory test 3 2 1
Non-invasive test/imaging 24 1 9 6 2 5 1
Other/multiple test(s) 1 1
Risk assesment 2 2
Unspecified test 4 1 3
Other 14 1 3 5 2 3
Differential diagnosis 1 1
Policy statement 12 1 3 5 1 2
Research results 1 1
Cardiac Pacing and Cardiac Resynchronization Therapy 66 3 10 11 2 17 13 1 5 4
(2013)%¢
Therapeutic 65 3 10 11 1 17 13 1 5 4
Device intervention 65 3 10 11 1 17 13 1 5 4
Diagnostic 1 1
Invasive test 1 1
ACC/AHA/ESC Supraventricular Arrhythmias (2003)3 147 4 32 25 4 20 52 3 7
Therapeutic 147 4 32 25 4 20 52 3 7
Device intervention 1 1
Functional intervention 13 7 5 1
Life-style intervention 3 3
Minimal-invasive intervention 23 13 2 4 3 1
Open surgical intervention 1 1
Other/multiple intervention(s) 4 4
Pharmaceutical intervention 96 3 12 9 4 12 49 2 5
Unspecified intervention 6 4 1 1
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